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T HE following Sermon. preached on the other Side of the 
1 Globe, ſeveral Thouſands of Miles off, having come pro- 


videntially to my Hand with-a very alarming Title, 
found myſelf called to look into it with ſome Care; and ſtill the 
more I read of it, I was the more affected with ir. It was 
reached in the Year 1741, in Time of the great Awaknings in 
many Places of Neu-England, by that famous and ſuccelsful 
Miniſter of Chriſt, Mr. Jonathan Edwards of Northampton, 
whom God hath honoured to bring in Flocks of Sinners gg him. 
At that remarkable Time (which hath continued for ſeveral Vears 
in that Country) it was thought to be of good Uſe and Advan- 


tage for Miniſters to exchange Pulpits, and to bring theſe of A- 


wakning Gifts to diſtant Places, to excite and rouſe ſecure chrilt- 
leſs Sinners to improve the Opportunity of the Lord's Outpour; 
ing of his Spirit. And Mr. Edwards being called to preach at 
Enfield; a Town near Twenty Miles from him, he gave them a 
ſhort Sermon, but indeed as alarming to the Unconverted and 
Secure, as any Thing ever I read. After a little Conſideration, 
could not be eaſy to conceal it from the Corner where | live, 
and eſpecially ſome Places and Perſons in it, which ſtand in need 
of ſuch an Alarm as well as Ezffeld. And, ſeeing the Sermon 
was attended with ſignal Succeſs in Neu-England in the preach- 
ing of it, who knows but God may appoint ſome Suctels to at- 
tend it in Scotland in the reading of it? | oO 
If any alledge there is not much of Chriſt in the Sermon, L 
Rave jt to ſay, that I have ſeen others of Mr. Edwards' Sermons 
and Diſcourſes very full of Chriſt, wherein he makes large and 
free Offers of Chriſt to the vileſt of Sinners, with moſt win- 
ning Motives from his free Love, Amiableneſs and Fulneſs to draw, 
them to him, But it ſeems Mr. Edwards knew.the ſecure State; 
of the Congregation to whom he delivered this awful Sermon, 
and judged it proper to awake them from their Lethargy; which, 
by the Bleſſing of God, had very much. of the defired Effect. 
He that winneth Souls is "© p | os te OS 
When Goſpel Offers and Promiſes make no Impfeſſion upon, 
Sinners Hearts, Miniſters are called to try them with the Terrors, 
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Convert a Soul, or melt a Heart of Stone; but that God may 
mes make uſe of chem to waken Sinners our. of their deep 


ep, and bring them to Thoughtfalinels about their State, to 
12 them the better for Goſpel-diſcoveries And tho' the 

lect of God on never fall under this terrible Wrath, yet, they 
being by Nature Cbildrem ef Wrath as well as others, ſuch Thun- 
ders are uſeful to waken them alſb. God makes uſe of the Law 
as a Schootmaſier to bring them to Chrift. - They not only need 
he Goipel Iaritations and Promiſes to allure and draw them to 
Chriſt, 'bur alſo the Threats and Whips of the Schoolmaſter to 
_ 5-5-7 Roni 
However frightful this Sermon is; Mr. Edwards doth ground 
Þ he faith upon che Word of God, who aſſutes us therein, 


at all who live and die in a.chriftlefs and unconverted State ' 
ilt be the Subjects of his Anger, "of which no Man knoweth . 
.. the Power. Aud is it not an Act of. Charity in this good Main, 
W. exert himſelf to waken eepy Souls, and pull them out o 
e Fire If this Diſcourſe ſhalt but ſerve to reform ſome 
unkards, Swearers, Liars, Sabbath-breakers, Whoremongers, 
De. ſo far as to reftrain their open Vices, it would be of. great 
Uſe upon ſeveral Accounts.-——Bat who knows if once a thought-= | 
Teſs ſecure Creature were brought to Pink upon his dangerous 
Condition, and made uneafy and reſtleſs in it, but he might 5 
next by the Spirit's Help be brought to enquire (with others both 
abroad and at 7 after the Remedy, and cry, What muſt I | 
7 ſo his landing at laſt be in Chriſt the only 
ee | ns. be oh. | 


But my Fear is, that many unconverted Perſons, upon look- - 
ing at the Title-page or fome Sentences of this Difcourfe, ſhalt 
row it away; tho' I hope others will read it, feeing it hamm 
come ſo far, and is fo very ſhort: And O that, knowing the Ter- 
rors of the Lord, I could perſwade Men to read it with Attention 
Application, and lay to Heart the Danger of their Condi- 
ton While chriſtleſs and unconverted! And, to enforce Mr. 
Edward Warning to you, let me here add a few Words: 
„ O unconverted Man, conſider your ws Caſe; you are 
like a condemned Rebel in the Hands of Juſtice, and knoweſt 
« nat how ſpon you ſhall be btought forth to the Scaffold of 
„Divine Vengeance, td have the Sentence execute upon you,---- 
Tou are fleeping tike a Man on che Top of a Maſt in Lime 
* of a Hurricane; every Moment You are on the Brink of the 
« fiery Furnace” of God's Wrath. When you rife in the Mor: 
«© ning, you know nat but next Night your Bed ſhall be in Hell; 
4% and, when you ly down at Night, you know not but you, 
4 ſhall waken in the Flames: Tou live. every Minute out 4 ˙ 
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PREFACE. 1 
8 Hell at the Mercy and Pleaſure of yuux Judge: Had yon ſeen 
% Man hung by a rotten Cord over Ne rs 
“ Furnace, that was heated ſeven Times more than ordinary, 
„ your Heart would have trembled for the Man, and your 
A Tengue have cried for Pity to him: I may well fay, as Na- 
than to David, Than art the Man, the Perion that is in Dan- 
« ger of a far more terrible Furnace ; and there is nothing but x 
6 rotten Threed of Lyife betwixt thee and it; if it crack, you are 
* gone for ever. O chuiſtleſs Soul, the Threed may break b 


& every Bit of Bread you cat, by may Step you walk, by the 


& Slip of a Foot, by the Stum Ingo a Horſe, by a hundred 
4 Diſeaſes and Accidents, which, like ſo many lighted Candles, 
“ may burn the Threed, and let you drop into Hell. 
„O Man, how terrible a Tang is it to die-unconverted, to 

te die without an Intereſt in Chriſt s Blood and Purchafe * The 
„very Thought of it may cauſe your Heart quake within' you.” 
1 Chriſt faith expreſly, Except you be converted, you: cannot an- 


te ter inta the Kingdom of Heaven; and, if you cannot enter there, 


% you muſt enter into the Furnace of Hell-fire, even the Lake 
©. that burneth with Fire and Brimſtone for ever! And what will 
c be your Reflections in that Lake? There are Thouſands there 

| | * curſing themſelves for putting off Chriff's Calls to come to 
„ him. and letting ſlip the * Opportunities they once had 
1 af being converted. O Man, if you die unconverted and 
t gut of Chriſt, better you had never been born, better the 

„ Womb had been your Graye,. or the Cradle your Coffin z* 


ti for every Day you live chriſtleſs and unconyerted, you heat 


4 the Furnace more by your Sins, and-add Fewel to thefe hel- 
«liſh Flames. Better you had had a Being among the Brutes, 


« which have no Count to make; better you had been a Worm 


« or a Frog, than to die a chriſtleſs Soul. Surely, if your Eyes 
« were open to ſee your Caſe and continual Danger, as this 
« good Man paints it forth to you from God's Word, you would 
« neither ſleep, eat, nor work in Peace! Nay, a thorow Con- 
« viction of it would either. frighten you out of your Sins, or 
% out of your Wits. It may juſtly ſurpriſe, nay, aſtoniſh An- 
« gels, Men and Devils, to fee how merrily many unconverted 
0 Perſons paſs away their Time upon the ſlippry Border of 
« Damnation, and that after the loudeſt Warnings of their Dan- 

% ger that can be given them! _ | 
« But whether you will hear, or whether you will forbearg 
J ſhall in the Name of the Lord Immanuel give you yet ano- 
| 4 ther Call, Awake thou that flecheſ# ; eſcape for thy Life ; flee 
« to Chriſt for Safety. Cry for his Holy Spirit to begin the ſa- 
Eving Change on you, to convince you of your 2 40 
EIS So in- 


| 


38 ds a 
vi FR 
6+. inligh 2 in the Knowledge of Chriſt, and of his Ful- 
„ neſs, jency, and Willingneſs to fave you. Cry for the 
Spirit to enable you to flee from Sin's Pleaſures, the World's 
+ Snares; and the Devil's Temptations; and to give you Strength 
“ and Willingneſs to cloſe with Chriſt in all his three Offices; 
% and wrap up yourſelf wholly in the Robe of his Righteouſ- 
7 neſs, which is perfect potlef, Law-biding, and Juſtice- ſatis- 
4 25 Ze not afraid, O Sinner, of your Welcome; Ariſe, 
4 beef good Comfort, for he calleth you. Read his loud Calls to you 
„in the 55th of Iſaiah, from the rſt to the 8th Verſe, and 
* Matth.”x1. 28, 29, 30. Get his Words by Heart, and rejoice 
« at them. Tho you be a Sinner moſt vile and unworthy, let | 
not that ſtop you from coming forward at Chriſt's Call, for — 
he expects no Worthineſs in you; it is, you ſee, Sinners who | 
have no Worth, 2 Money, nor Price, that he calls. Be you 
never ſo wicked a Creature, Chriſt hath Worthineſs enough for L 
you; he will not deſpiſe you, for he is humble and lowly in 
6. Heart. Only believe his Worthineſs and Willingneſs : Aim at | 
« it, and cry with Tears, I believe, Lord help my Unbelief! | ; 
| 
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and Chriſt will pity and heal you. Unworthy Sinners in 
c other Places are hearkning to Chriſt's Calls, and why ſhould 
you refuſe? The unworthieſt are fit Objects of Mercy: Caſt {| 
« yourſelf down at his Feet. 'Mercy would not be Mercy, but. 
Merit, if you was worthy of it; Grace would not be Grace, 
but Debt, if you deſerved it. The chief of Sinners ſtand as 
fir fon being Objects of free Mercy as any in the World. 
Far not, the Remedy is ſuitable and ſufficient for every con- 
A yinged and humbled Soul, be his Maladies what they will.“ 
May the Lord in Mercy bleſs the ——_—_— Sermon, to con- 
unce you of yout Miſery while unconverted, and your Need of 
ecions Clif 1 mm. 0 
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oy DEUT. XXXII. 43 | 4 
— Their Foot ' ſpall [ide in due T: Ime — * 


| N this Verſe is ed che Venga of God « on * 
| wicked unbelieving [1/7 aelites, that were God's viſible 
People, and ined: under Means of Grace; and that 
notwithſtanding all God's wonderful Works that he 

had wrought towards that People, yet remained, as is ex- 
ed, ver. 28. void of Counſel, haying no Underſtagding 
in them; and that, under all che Cultivations of Heaven, 
brought forth bitter and „ om Fruit; as in the two 


Verſes next preceeding the. Text. . . 
The Expreſſion that I have choſen for my Text, Th heir 


Foot ſhall flide in due Time; ſeems to im the followi 
; hits, relating to the Puniſhment imply hel rig 
- theſe wicked 1/7aelites were expoſed to. 
1. That they were always ed to Deſtructios, as one 
at ſtands or walks in ſlippry Places is always 
fall. This is implied in 
coming upon them, being repreſented by their Foot's ſliding. 
The ſame isexpreſs'd, Pal, Ixxiii. 18. Surely thou didſt ſer thens 
in 4 Places: ; rhou caſtedſt them down into Deſtrudtion. © 
t implies that they were always expoſed to ſudden un- 
expected Deſtruction. As he that walks in ſlippry 
js every' Moment liable to fall; he can't foreſee one Moment 
whether he ſhall ſtand or fall the next ; and, when he does 
Hall, * falls.at once, withont Warning, Which is all 5 
hag ip that, P/al. Ixxiii. 18, 19. Surely thou didft ſes 
* 4 


ry Places ; thou cafted} them down into 
ne, "hu or e they brought _— Deſolation. as ” 1 6 


3. Another 
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ſed to 
e Manner of their Peſfructiong 


Places in 
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Sumort in the Haul 7 
3. Another Thing implied is, that liable to fal 
themſelves, withour being thrown don by the e of 
As h be char” funds ce walks” of e deus, 


. nothi bat his — Weight to throw him down. _ 
That the Reaſo 0 a not Fallen alwady, and 


3 


3 t fall now, is ror ay od's ap _ Time 1s not 
-come. For it is fard; chat, Sh 
ed Time comes, their Foor ſhall ide. Then they u chey Tall whe 


by. KN ht. 


wer lun — 
t v ſtant, Wer ſhall 


r 1 0 
won't. hold them up 
will let them go; Aachen yy. a 


Ae en d as he hat e bn doch e fe 


* 


on the Edge of a Pit, that he can 
be is let go, he ionwnodtiatcly falls and is le. 
1 * I would now * 
e ths pa 


Aer thee led 2th, at ary one 2 | 
Na 22 Pleaſure 6 5 D. 


the mere Pleaſure of God, I mean his ſovereign Pled- | 
217 Will, reſtrained by wo Obligazzon, hin- 
elſe 


alone, 


— Tien 6g any more than if nothing 
but God's mere Will had in the leaſt Degree, or in 
whatſoever, any Hand in the Preſervation of wicked 
Men ane Moment. 
The Truth of this Obſervation may appear by the Hollow. 


jog Geben. 
There is no Want of Porer in God to caſt wicked 


n into Hell at Moment. yn ab; 


when God riſes up Song ve no Power to refi 
' aim, nor can ny — 15. Kane. 
-. He is not only able 20 caft wicked Mew into Hell, but he 


can, ano gf 40 it, eule 10 185. 


1 no Fortreſs chat is any 


m the 
Tho Hand join itt a 21 va Haines 
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to caſt his 
ſhould think to ſtand before him, at whoſe Rebuke the 


unchangeable Law, aſſign _ 


Hell; and do there * the Fierceneſs of his Wrath. 


. an angry G0 D. „ 


God's Enemies combine and aſſociate themſelves, they are 


:eaſily broken in Pieces: They are as great Heaps of light 
Chaff before the Whirlwind, qr, large Quantities of dry 
Stubble before devouring, Flames. We find it eaſy to-tread -| 


on and cruſh a Worm that we ſee crawling on the Barth; ſo 
tis eaſy for us to cut or finge 'a flender Thread that any 
2 :. Thus eaſy is it for God, when he pleaſes, 


znemies down to Hell. What are we, that we 


Earth trembles, and before whom the Rocks are throun 
down? > bat ey” 
4. They deſerve to be caſt into Hell; ſo that Divine 
Juſtice never s. in the Way, it makes no Objection a- 

ainſt God's uſing his Power at any Moment to deſtroy them. 
ea, on the contrary, Juſtice calls aloud for an infinite Pu- 
.niſhment of their Sins. Divine Juſtice ſays of the Tree that 


brings forth ſuch Grapes of Sodom, Cut it down, why cunt- 


Brethit the Ground? Luke 11. 7. The Sword of Divine Juſtice 
is every Moment brandiſhed over their Heads, and tis nothing 
but the Hand of arbitrary Mercy, and God's mere Will, 
that holds it back. b en 3 

„ 3. They are already under a Sentence of Condemnation to 
Hell. They don't only juſtly deſerve, to be caſt- down thi- 
ther; but the. Sentence of the Law of God, that eternal and 


. immutable Rule of Righteouſneſs that God has fixed be- 


tween him and Mankind, is gone out againſt them, and 
ſtands againſt them; ſo that they are bound over already to 
Hell. ohn iii. 18. He that believeth not is condemned alrea- 
Au. So that every, unconverted Man properly belongs to 
Hell; that is his Place; from thence he is, 7% vin. 23. 
are from beneath. And .thither he is bound; *tis the 
Place that Juſtice, and God's. Word, and the Sentence of his 
4. They are. now the Objects of that very ſame Anger 
and Wrath of God that is expreſſed in the Torments of Hell: 
And the Reaſon why they don't go dawn to Hell at each 
Moment, is not becauſe God, in whoſe Power they are, is 


mot then very angry with them.; as angry as he is with many 


of thoſe Mmiſerable Creatures that he is now tormenting in 


Yea, 


* 
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o .Sinuers in the Hangs 
"Yea, God is a great deal more angry with great Numbers 
that are now on Earth, yea doubtſeis with many that are 


rom in this Congregation, that it. may be are at Eaſe and 


Quiet, than he is with many of thoſe that are now in the 
'» Flames of Hell. e ih ahi $02.45, 2324 tie 
So that it is not becauſe God is unmindful of their Wicked- 
* nefs, and don't reſent it, that he don't let looſe his Hand and 


cut chem off. God is not altogether ſuch an one as themſelves, 
tho they imagine him to be ſo. The Wrath of God burns 
againſt them, -their Damnation don't ſlumber, the Pit is pre- 
pared, the Fire is made ready, the Furnace is now hot, ready 
to receive them, the Flames do now rage and glow. The 
Plitering Sword is whet, and held over them, and the Pit 
ath opened her Mouth under them. - if 
F. The Devil ſtands ready to fall upon them and ſeize 
them as his own, at what Moment God ſhall permit bim. 
Taney belong to him; he has their Souls in his Poſſeſſion, 
and under * Dominion. The Scripture repreſents them as 
his. Goods, Luke xi. 21. The Devils watch them; they are ever 
y them, at their right Hand; they ſtand _ or them, 
ke greedy hungry Lions that ſee their Prey, and expect to 


chave it, but are for the preſent * 2 z if God ſhould 
the 


withdraw his Hand, by which are reſtrained, they 
wauld in one Moment fly upon their poor Souls. The 
old Serpent is gaping for them; Hell opens its Mouth wide 
to receive them; and, if God ſhould permit it, they would 
be haſtily ſwallowed up and loſt. 153k 
6. There are in the Souls of wicked Men thoſe helliſh 
Principles reigning, that would preſently kindle and flame 
out into Hell-fire, if it were not for God's Reſtraints. 
There is laid in the very Nature of carnal Men a Foundation 
For the Torments of Hell There are thoſe corrupt Principles 


ig reigning Power in them, and in full P of them, 


that are Sgeds of Hell-fire. Theſe Principles are active and 
powerful, and exceeding violent in their Nature; and, if it 
were not for che reſtraining Hand of God upon them, the 
would ſoon break out, they would flame out after the {a 
Manner as the ſame Corruptions, the ſame Enmity does in the 
Hearts of damned Souls, and would -beget the ſame Torments 
in em as they do in them. The Souls of —— are in 
— 4 3 | pture 


of an angry GOD. rr 


the preſent God reſtrains their Wickedneſs by his mighty 
Power, as he does the raging Waves of the troubled Sea, 
faying, Hirhertd ſpalt thou come, and no further; but, if 
God ſhould withdraw that reſtraining Power, it would ſoon 
carry all afore it. Sin is the Rum and Miſery of the Soul; 
it is deſtructive in its Nature; and, if God ſhould leave it 
without Reſtraint, there would need nothing elſe to make 
the Soul perfectly miſerable. The Corruption of the Heart 
of Man is a Thing that is immoderate and boundleſs in its 
Fury; and, while wicked Men live here, it is like Eite pent up 
5 Gods Reſtraints; whenas, if it were let looſe, it would 
ſet on Fire the Courſe of Nature: And as the Heart is now a 
Sink of Sin, fo, if Sin was not reſtrain'd, it would imme- 
diately turn che Soul into a fiery Oven, or a Furnace of Fire 
and Brimſtone. | SES: © 
7. It is no Security to wicked Men for one Moment, that 
there are no viſible Means of Death at Hand. Tis no Se- 
cutity to a natural Man, that he is now in Health, and that 
he don't ſee which Way he ſhould now immediately go out 
of the World by any Accident, and that there is no viſible 
Danger in any Reſpect in his Circumſtances. The manifold: 


and continual Experience of the World, in all Ages, 'ſhews 


that this is no Evidence that a Man is not on the- very' 
Brink of Eternity, and that the next Step won't be into 
another World. The unſeen, unthought-of Ways and Means 
of Perſons going ſuddenly out of the World, are innume- 
fable and 1nconceivable. Unconverted Men walk over the 
Pit of Hell on a rotten Covering, and there are innumerable 
Places in this Covering ſo weak that they won't bear their 
— and theſe Places are not ſeen. The Arrows of 
Death fly unſeen at Noon- day; the ſharpeſt Sight can't diſcern 

them. God has fo many different unſearchabſe Ways of tak- 
mg wicked Men out of the World, and ſending em to Hell, 
that there is nothing to make it appear that God had need to 
be at the Expence of a Miracle, or go out of the ordinary 
Courſe of his Providence, to deſtroy any wicked Man, at any 
Moment. All the Means that there are of Sinners going out 
of the World, are ſo in God's Hands, and ſo univerſally ab- 
boluttly ſubject to his Power and Determination, that . don't 


B 2 


ure compared to the troubled Sea, 7. lvii. zo. For, 
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depend at all leſs on the mere Will of God, whether Sinners 
Mall at any Moment go to Hell, than if Means were never 
made uſe of, or at all concerned in the Cale. We 
8. Natural Men's Prudence and Care to preſerve their own 
Lives, or the Care of others to preſerve them, don't ſecure 
em a Moment. This Divine Providence and univerſal Ex- 
1 22 does alſo bear Teſtimony to. There is this clear 
{  Evidenge that Mens own Wiſdom is no Security to them 
tom Death, that, if it were otherwiſe, we ſhould ſee ſome 
Difference between the wiſe and politick Men of the World, 
and others, with regard to their Liableneſs to early and un- 
expected Death; but how is it in Fact? Eccle/. ii. 16. How 
dieth the wwiſe Man ? as the Fool. 

9. All wicked Mens Pains and Contrivarce they . uſe to 
eſcape Hell, while they continue to reject Chriſt, and ſo re- 
main wicked Men, don't ſecure em from Hell one Moment. 
Almoſt every natural Man, that hears of Hell, flatters him- 
ſelf that he ſhall eſcape it; he depends himſelf upon him- 
felf for his own Security; he flatters himſelf in what he has 
done, in what he is now doing, or what he intends to do; 
every one lays out Matters in his own Mind how he ſhall. 
avoid Damnation, and flatters himſelf that he contrives well 
for himſelf,” and that his Schemes won't fail. They hear in- 
_ deed that there are but few ſaved, and that the bigger Part 
of Men that have died heretofore are gone to Hell; but each 


one imagines that he lays out Matters better for his own 


Eſcape than others have done: He don't intend. to come to 
that Place of Torment; he ſays within himſelf, that he in- 
tends to take Care that ſhall be effectual, and to order Matters 
fo for himſelf as not to fail. 15 W * 

But the fooliſh Children of Men do miſerably delude 
themſelves-in their own Schemes, and in their Confidence in 
their own Strength and Wiſdom ; they truſt to nothing but a 
Shadow. The bigger Part of thoſe that heretofore have 
lived under the ſame Means of Grace, and are now dead, are 


1 undoubtedly gone to Hell: And it was not becauſe they 


were not as wiſe as thoſe that are now alive; it waz not be- 
cauſe they did not lay out Matters as well for themſelves to 
{cure their own Eſcape, - If it were ſo, that we could come 
4Sſpeak with them, and could enquire of them, one by 


one, 


of an angry GOD. 13 
one, whether they expected when alive, and when they uſed 


to hear about Hell, ever to be the Subjects of that Miſery; 
we doubtleſs ſhould hear one and another reply, No, Inever 


© intended to come here; I had laid out Matters otherwiſe in 


my Mind; I thought I ſhould contrive well for myſelf; I 
© thought my Scheme good; I intended to take efſectual 
Care; but it came upon me unexpected; I did not look 
for it at that Time, and in that Manner; it came as a 
© Thief; Death outwitted me; God's Wrath was too quick 
* for me: O my curſed Fooliſnneſs! I was flattering myſelf, 


and pleaſing myſelf with vain Dreams of what I would. 


do hereafter; and, when I was ſaying Peace and Safety, 
then ſudden Deftruftion came upon me. 
10. God has laid himſelf under #o Obkigation by any Pro- 
mile to keep. any natural Man out of Hell one Moment. 
God certainly has made no Promiſes either of eternal Life, 
or of any . Deliverance or Preſervation from eternal Death, 
but what are contained in the Covenant of Grace, the Pro- 
miſes that are given in Chriſt, in um all the Promiſes 
are Tea and Amen. But ſurely they have no Intereſt” in the 
Promiſes of the Covenant of Grace, that are not the Chil- 
dren of the Covenant, and that don't believe in any of the 
Promiſes of the Covenant, and have no Intereſt in the Mediator 
of the Covenant. e 
So that, whatever ſome have imagined and pretended a- 
bout Promiſes made to natural Mens earneſt ſeeking and 
knocking, *tis plain and manifeſt that whatever Pains a natu · 
ral Man takes. in Religion, whatever Prayers he makes, till 
he believes in Chriſt, God is under no manner of Obligation 
to keep him a Mament from eternal Deſtruction. | 
So that thus it is, that natural Men are held in the Hand 
of God over the Pit of Hell; they have deſerved the fiery 
Pit, and are already ſentenced to it; and God is dreadfully 
provoked, his Anger is as great towards them as to thoſe that 
are actually ſuffering the Executions of the Fierceneſs of his 
Wrath in Hell, and they have done nothing in the leaſt to 
appeaſe or abate that Anger, neither is God in the leaſt bound 
by any Promiſe to hold 'em up one Moment; the Devil is 
waiting tar them, Hell is gaping for them, the Flames ga- 
ther and flaſh about them, and would fain Jay hold on hems 
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| aid ſwallow them bp; the Firs pene p in their own Hearts 
is ſtruggling to break out; and they have no Intereſt” in any 
Mediator, thets are no Means within Reach that can be any 
Security to them. In ſhort, they have no Refuge, nothing 
fo take hold of; all that preſerves them every Moment is the 
mere arbitrary Will, and unconvenanted unobliged Forbear- 
rance, of an incenſed God. & Ty 


2 enn 
The Usz. may be of Atakning to unconverted Perſons 
in this Congregation. This that you have heard is the Caſe 
of every one of you that are out of Chriſt. That World of 
Miſery, that Lake of burning Brimſtone, is extended abroad 
under you. T here is the dreadful Pit of the glowing Flames 
of the Wrath of God; there is Hell's wide gaping Mouth 
5pen ; and you haye nothing to ſtand upon, nor an 1 
take hold of: There is nothing between you and Hell but 
the Air; tis only the Power and mere Pleaſure of God that 
holds you up. | 1 
Tou probably are not ſenſible of this; you find you are! 
out of Hell, but don't ſee the Hand of God 1a it, but | 
Wok at other Things, as the good State of your bodily Con- 
IAitution, your Care of your own Life, and the Means you 
uſe, for your own Preſervation. , But indeed theſe Things are 
nothing; if God ſhould withdraw his Hand, they. would 
avail no more to keep you from falling, than the thin Air to 
told'up a Perſon that is ſuſpended in it. 61 5 
- Your Wickedneſs makes you as it were heavy as Lead, and 
t' tend downwards with great Weight and Preſſure towards 
Hell; and, if God ſhoyld let you go, you would immedi- 
Ately fivk, and fwiftly deſcend and plunge into the bottom- 
Leis Gulf; and your healthy Conſtitution, and your own Care 
and Prudence, and beſt Contrivance, and all your Righte- 
oiffhefs, would have no more Influence to.uphold you and 
tp you out. of Hell, than a Spider's Web would have to 
op f falling Rock, Were. it not that ſo is the ſovereign 
Exfare of God, the Earth would not bear you one Mo- 
Ment; L 8 Burden to it; the Creation grones with 


Creatute is made ſubject to the Bondage of your 
not” wiltingly ; the Sun dor't willingly IHine 
upon 


- 
% 


an angry GOD. " na 
upon you, to give you Light to ſerve Sin and Satan; the 
Earth don't willingly yield her Increaſe to ſatisfy your Luſts, 
bor is it willingly a age. For your Wickednets to be acted 
upon; the Air don't willingly ſerve you for Breath to main- 
tain the Flame of Life in your Vitals, while you ſpend your 
Life in'the Service of God's Enemies. God's Creatures are 
good, and were made for Men to ſerve God with, and doin 
willingly ſubſerve to any other Purpoſe, and grone when they 
are abuſed to Purpoſes ſo directly contrary to their Natute 
and End: And the World would 55 you out, were it not 
for the ſovereign Hand of him who hath ſubjected it in Hope. 
There are the black Clouds of God's Wrath now haug! 
directly over your Heads, full of the dreadful Storm, a 
big with Thunder; and, were it not for the reſtraining Hand 
God, it would immediately burſt forth upon you. The 
ſovereign Pleaſure of God for the preſent ſtays his rough 
Wind ; otherwiſe it would come with Fury, and your De- 
ſtruction would come like a Whirlwind, and you would be 
like the Chaff of the Summer Threſhing-floor. 1 
The Wrath of God is like great Waters that are dammed 
for the preſent; they increaſe more and more, and riſe higher 
and higher, till an Outlet is given; and the longer the Stream 
is ſtopt, the more rapid and mighty is its Courle when once 
it is let Jooſe, Tis true, that 8 againſt your evil 
Works has not been executed hitherto; the Floods of God's 
Vengeance have been withheld; but your Guilt” in the mean 
Time is conſtantly increafing, and you are every Day trea- 
ſuring up more Wrath; the Waters are continually rifing, aud 


waxing more and more mighty; and there is nothing but the 
mere Pleaſure of God that holds the Waters back that are 
unwilling to be ſtopt, and preſs hard to go forward; if God 
ſhould only withdraw his Hand from the Flood-gate, it 
would immediately fly open, and the fiery Floods of the 
Fierceneſs and Wrath of God would ruſh forth with incon- 
ceivable Fury, and would come upon you with omnipatent 
Power; and if your Strength were Ten thouſand Times 
one than it is, yea Ten thouſand Times greater than the 

trength of the ſtouteſt, ſturdieſt Devil in Hell, it would be 
nothing to withſtand or endure it. 3 1 
'The Bay af God's Wrath is beat, and the Arrow may 
—— bk 7 4 a : y 
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reudy on the String; and Juſtice bends the Arrow at your 
Heart, and ſtrains the Bow ; and it is nothing but the mere 
Pleaſare of God, and that of an angry God, without any. 
Promiſe or Obligation at all, that keeps the Arrow one Mo- 
ment from being made drunk with: your Blood. 
Ihus are all you that never gaſſed under a great Change of 
Heart, by the mighty Power of the 8SpIA TT of GOD upon 
'your Souls; all that were never born again, and made new 
Creatures, and raiſed from being dead in Sin, to a State of 
new, and before altogether unexperienced Light and Life, 
however you may have reformed your Lite in many Things, 
and may have had religious Affections, and may keep up'a 
Form of Religion in your Families and Cloſets, and in the 
Houſe of God, and may be ſtrict in it) you are thus in the 
Hands of an angry God; tis nothing but his mere Pleaſure 
that keeps you from being this Moment ſwallowed up in ever- 
laſting Deſtruction. i F |; 
However unconvinced you may now be of the Truth of 
What you hear, by and by you will be fully convinced of it. 
 Fhofe that are gone from being in the like Circumſtances 
with you, ſee that it was ſo with them; for Deſtruction came 
ſuddenly upon moſt of them, when they expected nothing of 


* 
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it, and while they were ſaying, Peace and Safety: Now ow 
ſee, that thoſe Things that they depended on for Peace a 
Safety, were nothing but thin Air and empty Shadows. 
The God that holds you over the Pit of Hell; much as 
one holds a Spider or ſome lothſom Inſect over the Fire, ab- 
hors you, and is dreadfully provoked ; his Wrath towards you 
burns like Fire; he looks upon you as worthy of nothing elſe 
but to be caſt into the Fire; he is of purer Eyes than to bear 
to have you in his Sight; you are Ten thouſand Times fo 
-abaminable in his Eyes as the moft hateful veromous Serpent 
is in ours. You have offended him infinitely more than ever 
a ſtubborn Rebel did his Prince; and yet 'tis nothing but his 
Hand that holds you from falling into the Fire every Mo- 
ment: is to be aſeribed to nothing elſe,” that you did not 
go to Hell the laſt Night; that you was ſuffered to awake 
again in this World, aſter you cloſed your Eyes to '{lrep? 
Aud there is no other Reaſdn' to be given why: ydu rave not 


&iopt into Hell 


* 
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God's Hand has held you up: There is no other Reafon td 
be given why you han't gone to Hell ſince you have fat here 
in the Houſe of God, provoking his pure Eyes, by your ſinful 
wicked Manner of attending his folemn Worſhip; yea, there 


18 nothing elſe that is to be given as a Reaſon why you don't- 


this very Moment drop down into Hell. 5 
O Sinner! Conſider the fearful Danger you are in: *Tis 


a-preat Furnace of Wrath, a wide and bottomleſs Pit, full of 


the Fire of Wrath, that you ate held over in the Hand of 
that God, whoſe Wrath is provoked and incenſed as much 


againſt you as againſt many of the Damned in Hell: Yow © 


hang by a ſlender Threed, with the Flames of Divine Wrath 
flaſhing about it, and ready every Moment to finge it, and 
burn it aſunder ; and you have no Intereſt -in any Mediator, 
and nothing to lay hold of to fave yourſelf, nothing to keep 
off the Flames of Wrath, nothing of your own, * that 
you ever have done, nothing that you can do, to induce God 
to ſpare you one Moment; | Un. ; 
And conſider here more particularly ſeveral Things con- 
eerning that Wrath that you are in ſuch Danger of. 
- 1; Me Wrath it is: It is the Wrath of the infinite GOD, 
I it were ouly the Wrath of Man, tho' it were of the moſt 
na Prince, it would be comparatively little to be regatded. 
The Wrath of Kings is very much. dreaded, eſpecially of ab. 
folute Monarchs, that have the Poſſeſſions and Lives of their 


. Subjeds. wholly in their Power, to be diſpoſed of at their 


roger xf Prov. — 2. oo ary pray +1 as the Roar. 
ny :of- a Lian: WWhoſo prove to Anger, ſinneth u. 
— The Subject that very . enrages 
an arbitrary Prince, is liable to ſuffer the moſt extreme Tor- 
ments that human Art can invent, or human Power can in- 
flick. But the earthly Potentates, in their greateſt 
Majeſty and Strength, and when clothed. in their greateſt Ter- 
rors, 0 but fee 3 Worms of 1 — Com- 
pariſdn of the great ighty Creator and King of Heaven 
and Earth: bas little that they can do, — enragedy 
and when they have exetted the utmoſt of their Fury. All 
of the Earth before GAD are as Graſhoppers ;, they 
ard nothing, and lefs than nothing: Both their Love and their 

atred is/ to be deſpiſed. 13 Wrath of the great King af 
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Kings is as much more terrible than theirs, as his Majeſty is 


- greater. - Luke xii. 4, 5. Au I ſay guns pore iends, 
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hould be as it were er and exerted, as Men are wont 


To apo per For, he ul not forbear the Executions of his 
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Be not afraid of them that kill the Body, after that, have 
ug more that they can do. But I will forewarn you whom 
Hall fear : Fear:him, which after he hath ktied, hath Power 
to caſt into Hell; yea, I ſay unto you, Far him. 
; 12, *Tis the Fiercene/s of his Wrath that you are expoſed to 


Wo oftcni read of the Fury of God; as in Ja. Ix. 185 Ker 


cording to their Deeds, accordingly he ill repay, Fury to his 
Adverſaries. So, Iſa. Ixvi. 15. For behold, the Lord will 
come with Fire, and with Chariots like a Nhirlwind, to ren- 
der his Anger-with: Fury, and his Rebukes with Flames of Fire. 
And fo in many: other Places. So we read of God's Fiercentſ5, 
Rev. xix. 15. There we read of the Wine. preſi of the _— 
and Wrath of | Almighty God. The Words are-excceding terrible. 
If it had only been ſaid, he Math of God, the Words would 
have implied that which 1s inſinitely dreadful : But 'tis not 
only {aid fo, but % Frercene/s and Wrath of Gad the _ 


of God l the Fierceneſs bf Jehovah! Oh how dreadful mul 


that be! Who can utter or conceive : what ſuch Expreſſions 
carry in them! But it is not only ſaid ſo, but % Hiercene 
andWrathof -ALMIG HTT GOD. As tho' there wou 
be a very great Manifeſtation of his almighty Power, in what 
the Fiercenels of his Wrath ſfiould inflict, as tho Omnipotence 


to exert their Strength in e Fierceneſs of their Wrath. Oh 


chen, what will be dhe Conſequence !-What will become of 


the poor Worm that ſhall ſuffer it! Whoſe Hands can be 
ſtrong ? and whoſe Heart eudure? Lo what a dreadful, in- 
expreflible, - inconceivable Depth of Miſery muſt the poor 
Creature be ſunk, who ſhall be the Subject of this 
© -Confider this, you that are here preſent, that yet remain in 
an untegenerate State. That God will execute the Fierceneſs 
of his Anger, implies that he will inflict Wrath without any - 


Pity When God beholds the ineffable Extremity of your Cafe, 


ſees your Torment to be fo vaſtly diſproportion'd to. your | 
— ſees how your poor Soul is cruſned, and finks 
down: as it were into an infinite Gloom, he will have no Com- 


be na 
Mode- 


rath, or in the leaſt lighten his Hand; there ſhall 


/ 
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Moderation or Mercy, nor will God then at all ſtay his rough 
Wind; he will have no Regard to your Welfare, nor be at 


all careful leſt you ſhould ſuffer too much, in any other Senſe * 


than only that you ſhall not ſuffer beyond what ſtrict Juſtice 
requires: Nothing ſhall be withheld, becauſe tis fo hard for 
you to bear, Exek. viii. 18. T herefore aui T alſo deal. in 
Fury; mine Eye ſhall not ' ſpare, neither will I have Pity ; 


and tho" they cry in mire Ears with a loud Voice, yet I will” 


not hear them. Now God ſtands ready to pity you; this is a 
Day of Mercy; you may cry now with ſome Encouragement 
of obtaining Mercy : But, when once the Day of Mercy is 
paſt, your moſt lamentable and dolorous Cries and Shrieks 


will be in vain ; you will be wholly loſt and thrown away of 


God as to any Regard to your Welfare; God will have no 
other Uſe to put you to but only to ſuffer Miſery ; you ſhall 


be continued in Being to no other End, for you will be a 


Veſſel of Wrath fitted to Deſtruction; and there will be no 
other Uſe of this Veſſel but only to be filled full of Wrath: 
God will be ſo far from pitying you when you cry to him, 
that tis faid he will only Laugh and Meck, Prov: i. 25, 26, 8c. 
How awful are thoſe Words Jai. Ixiii. 3. which are the 
Words of the great God, I will tread them in mins Anger, 
and will trample them in my Fury, and their Blood ſpall be 
83 upon my Garments, and I will ſtain all my Raiment ! 
*Tis perhaps impoſſible to conceive of Words that carry in 
them greater Manifeſtations of theſe three Things, viz. Con- 


tempt, and Hatred, and Fierceneſs of Indignation. If you 


cry to God to pity you, he will be ſo far from pitying you in 
your doleful Caſe, ' or ſhewing you the leaſt Regard or Fa- 
vour, that, inſtead of that, he'H only tread you under Foot: 
And tho“ he will know that you can't bear the Weight of Om- 


nipotence treading upon you, yet he won't regard that, but 


he will cruſh you under his Feet without Mercy; he'll 
1h out your Blood, and make it fly, and it ſhall be 
ed on his Garments, ſo as to ſtain all his Raiment. He 


Will not only hate you, but he will haye you in the utmoſt 
Contempt; no Place ſhall be wy, = fit for you, but under 
bis Veer, to be troden down as the 7707 it 
3. The Miſery you are expoſed to is that which God will 
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* an angry Go | u 
what the Wrath and Fiercencſs of the Almighty is; and, whey 
they ha ve ſeen 1 5 5 will fall down adore. that great | 
6nd A Pg vi. 23, 24. And it ſpa came 


jg pes new hon to auctber, and «from: on 
be ta. another, i all Fleſh come o worſhip bee 
fore me, 5 0 the. Lord. . And they Hall. ga oh, 


and look the Carcaſes of the Men that have it 
at or: their Worm foal not die, neither ſhalt tei 
FP be and they ſpall be an abborring 0 au H 


„ 4». Its overlain Wrath, It would be dreadful to fi | 
on Fierceneſs and Wrath of Almighty. God one Moment, 
at you, muſt ſuffer it to all Eternit; * will be no End | 
11 ay N horrible Miſery. en yo you look. forward, 
{ce.a long ary @ bou Thug ZR before 
| 3 18 W will ſwallo u your th and amaze 
ony dul ʒ and 74 will ab utely Ha. mA having any 
liverance, any End, any Mitigation, any Reſt at all; — 
will know certainly that you muſt wear out long 
Nlillions of Millions of Ages, in wreſtling and 1 
5 = this almighty mercileſs Vengeance; and then when you 


ave ſo ax: when ſo many Ages have actually been ſpent 
by Wy this Manner, you will know that all is but a Point 

. to what retains, So that your Puniſhment will indeed be 
infinite, Oh who can expreſs what the State of a Soul in 
ſuch Circumſtances is! All that we can r ſay about it, 
gives but a very feeble. faint Repreſentation of it; tis inex- 
reſſible aud ui 21 Tg 8 who knows the Power of 


od's 
| . is the State of thoſe that are daily and 
hourly in Danger of this great Wrath, and. infinite 5 — 
But B is the diſmal Caſe of every Soul in this 
that has not been born again, however moral and ber 
and religious they may otherwiſe be. Oh that you would 
conſider it, whether you be Young, or Old! There is Reaſon 
to. think, that there are many in this Congregation, now 
bearing this Diſcourſe, that will actually be the Subjects of 
is very Miſery to all Eternity. We know. not wha they 
ate, or in what Seats they fit, or what Thou they wo 
Thi : It may be they are now at Eaſe, and bear 
8 without much b Diſturhance,and are now fanering 12 
v 


cer the Hands | 
Alves that they are not the Perſons, promiſing themſelves that 
whe Fr hr If oi es het . one Perſon: 
and but one, in the whole Congregation that was to be the 
Subject of this Miſery, what an awful Thing would it be to 
think of! If we knew who it was, what an awful Sight 
Would it be to fee ſuch a Perſon! How might all the reſt of 
the C tion lift up a lamentable and bitter Cry over him! 
But alas! Inſtead of one, how many is it likely will remem- 
ber this Diſcourſe in Hell? And it would be a Wonder if 
me that are now preſent ſhould not be in Hell in a very 
Mort Time, before this Year is out; and it would be no 
Wonder if ſome Perſon that now ſits here in ſome Seat of 
this Meeting-Houſe in Health, and quiet and ſecure, ſhould 
be there "before To-morrow Morning. Thoſe of you that 
ally continue in 4 natural Condition, that ſhall | keep out 


E longeſt 


Hell „ will be there in a little Time ! your Dam- 
Nation don't flumber ; it will come ſwiftly, and in all Probabt- 

tity very ſuddenly upon many of you. You have Reaſon 
i wonder, that you are not already in Hell. Tis doubt- 
Jeſs. the Caſe of” ſome that heretofore you have ſeen 
and known, that never deſerved Hell more than you, and 
that heretofore appeared zs likely to have been now alive 
. us yog: Their Caſe is paſt all Hope; they are crying in ex- 
eme "Miſery and perfect Deſpair : But here you are in the 
Land of the Living, and in the Houſe of God, and have an 
Opportunity to obtain Salvation. What would not thoſe 
poor damned, hopeleſs Souls give for one Day's fuch. Oppor- 
gunity, 2s you now enjoy 1. T $4448 1 a 1 5 
i w Fon Have 550 extraordinary Opportunity,” a Day 
wherein Enkisr bas flung. the Door of Mercy, wide open, 
Aud fands in the Door calling and crying with a loud Voice 

36 poor Singers; 4 Day wherein many are flock ing to him, 
- mid Þrefing into the Kingdom of God; many are daily 
* Emmy from the Eaſt, Weſt, North and South; many, that 
ir very Etely in the ſame thiferable Condition that you are 
J die now in an happy State, with their Hearts filled with 
te to hifi that has Toved them and waſhed them from 
efr Zins in His own „ in Hope of the 
5 ty of God. How awful is it to be left behind at ſuch 


41 Jo fe fo many others teaftmg, while you are pining 
b £9529 . 8 and 
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Heart, while you have Cauſe to mourn for Sorrow of 
and. how] for Vexation of Spirit! How can you--reſt one 
Moment in ſuch a Condition? Are not your Souls as precious 
as the Souls of the People at Syfield, where they are flock+ 
ing from Day to Day to Chriſt? | 9% Dil: WRT 
Are there not many hete. that have lived long in the World; 
that are not to this Day born again, and fo are Aliens from 
the Common-wealth' of Iſrael, and have done nothing ever 
ſince they have lived; but : treaſure up Wrath againit the 
Day of Wrath? Oh Sirs, your Caſe in an eſpecial Manner 
is extremely dangerous; your Guilt and Hardnef of Heart 
is extremely great. Don't you ſee how generally Perſons of 
your Years are paſs'd over and left, in the preſent remarkable 
And wonderful Diſpenſation of God's: Mercy? You had need 
to conſider yourſelves, and wake throughly out of Sleep; 
378 the Fierceneſs and Wrath of the infinite 
And you that are younz Men, and young Women, will you 
neglect This precious Seaſon that you wk e 
many others of your Age are renouneing all yo Vanities, 
and flocking to Cu RIS? Lou eſpecially have now- an ex- 
_ traordinary Opportunity; but, if you neglect it, it will ſoon 
be with you as it is with thoſe Perſons that ſpent away all 
the precious Pays of Youth in Sin, and are no come to 
ſuch a dreadful paſs in Blindneſs and Hardnſſ. 
Aud you Children that are unconverted, don't you know 
that you are going down to Hell, to bear the dreadful Wrath 
of that God that is now angry with you every Day, and 


every Night? Will you be content to be the Children of the 
Devil, when ſo many other Children ip the Land are converted, 
and. re become the boly and happy Children of the King of 
ngs? 21. * | 52S | 

And let every one that is yet out of Chriſt, and hanging 
over the Pit of Hell, whether they be old Men and W 

or Middle-aged, or young People, or little Children, now 
hearken to lond Calls of God's Word and Providence. 
This acceptable Year of the Lon p, that is a Day of ſuch 
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